Knowing Love

I John 4:20 - 5:3a

Introduction:

I. How We Can Know That We Love God – 4:20-5:1
A. Explanation – 4:20
The claim, “I love God” is falsified if I hate my bother.

Note: a Christian can hate his brother - To say otherwise is to live in a dream world.

1. It is Not Supported by Scripture: John says:

a. He is in the darkness - I John 2:9   
“He that says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness even until now”
b. He doesn’t love God - He who says he loves God yet hates his brother really doesn’t love God - I John 4:20

c. He does not say that he is not saved.

d. In fact he says quite the opposite:

You can’t hate your brother until you have a brother to hate. Only a Christian has a Christian brother!
2. It is Not Supported by Experience. 

a. We have all observed Christians who hated their brothers.

b. Very often we observed them in the mirror.

3. It is harmful to say you can’t hate your brother
a. You deceive yourself - You have to lie to yourself about the lovelessness in your heart.
b. You deceive others - You force them to lie to themselves in the same way.

Their theological assertions cannot be taken seriously.
B. Excuses – 4:20-21
1. “At Least I love God”
The brother hater says, “I may not love my brother but at least I love God”
John says, “Oh, no you don’t, you liar”. If you don’t love your brother, you don’t love God”
The brother hater says, “It’s easier to love God, He deserves it. God is good to me. God does good things”.
John says, “Oh, no it isn’t”. 

This excuse misunderstands the word for love used in this passage.

a. It is not the passionate overtones of romantic love like the word 

b. Nor the implied warmth of the word for affection, or friendly love, .
c. The verb, “ἀγαπ”and the noun, “ἀγάπη”are colorless not an emotional word.

d. The Greeks did not use this word in their literature. It is found in only once in secular literature. (Colin Brown 2:538)
e. Definition:

· To love is to behave in such a way that meets the needs of our fellow Christians. (3:16-18).

· To hate a brother is to fail to meet our brother’s needs. (3:16-17)
It is true that our emotions may determine how we act, (i.e. whether to love or hate). Still it is by our actions rather than our feelings that John assesses the reality of our love for one another.  
Our emotions follow our actions, so that, when we repeatedly override our negative emotions toward others by acting in love toward them, we usually find those emotions subsiding and even changing.

But since action not emotion is the critical issue, it is obvious that there is actually no basic difference between expressing our love for God and our love for our Christian brothers.
Since the test for loving Him is our obedience to His commandments, if we do not obey His commandments, we do not love Him no matter what we say or feel.

So, the person who says, “I love God” and does not obey His commandments to love his brother, is a liar. No profession of deep feelings can substitute for actual obedience.

2. Who is My brother?
The brother hater says, “How can I love my brother, I don’t even know who my brother is?”
a. The Jewish lawyer - Luke 10:27-29

“And he answering said, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as thyself. And he said to him, you have answered right: do this, and you shall live. But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, and who is my neighbor? 

b. Many Christians today are fruit inspectors or friend inspectors
“I don’t need to love him. The way he acts shows that he is not saved” Many inspectors have not been saved because they have never understood the Grace of God, Who imputes righteousness apart from works.

c. Modern Expositors today either:
Frontload the Gospel

Backload the Gospel 

John says, “Whoever says that Jesus is the Christ is born of God [is my brother]” – 1 John 5:1
John is recalling his statement in his Gospel
“I love my brother because and his/our Father loves him”.
My brother’s lifestyle is completely irrelevant. My loving him has nothing to do with his performance.
II. How We Can Know That We Love Our Brother - 5:2-3a

A. Explanation - 5:2
My love for my brother is verified by my love for God.
Since God commanded me to love my brother, I cannot say that I love God if I don’t keep his commandments.
By the same token, keeping His commandments is the way I demonstrate that I love my brother, since love for my brother is one of the commandments.
Therefore, though specific acts of love must be a part of the whole process. It is our obedience to all that God commands us that verifies that we love the children of God.
An Important Concept:

What better thing can I do for my brother than to live a life of obedience before him? This will include acts of love to him. 

But the model of a life devoted to the Lord does even more for my brother than any single act of love I can do. When my brother observes this model of obedience, I am actually showing him the kind of life He needs to experience.

By my example, I am aiming him or confirming him in the pathway which will best meet any personal needs he has.
Thus, while God is pleased with what I do 3:22, my brother is also served.

Note: plural commandments are very significant in this discussion.

B. Summarization - 5:3a
﻿﻿“For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments”
Note: “the love of God” refers to our love for Him, not His love for us.
It is no surprise then that the love of God is fundamentally a matter of keeping His commandments.

Conclusion:
1. The person who loves Him who begat, also loves the one who is begotten of Him.

2. The person who loves the “children of God” is the one who loves God and keeps His commandments.
3. The love of God consists of keeping His commandments.
The Result is:
When we keep God’s commandments, we can know:
1. We love God

2. We love the children of God.

How Should We Then Love?
· John does not leave us adrift on a sea of Emotional Introspection.
· Internal feelings are often unreliable indicators of our spiritual state.
· We should test our lives always by God’s commandments. Not by whether we have what we imagine to be the required emotional response.
· Some of our feelings are definitely wrong and should be laid aside
I John 3:19-20
“And by this we ﻿﻿know ﻿﻿that we are of the truth, and shall ﻿﻿assure our hearts before Him. For if our heart condemns us, [an emotional response] God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.

I Peter 2:1 

“Therefore, ﻿﻿laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, ﻿2﻿ ﻿﻿as newborn babes, desire the pure ﻿﻿milk of the word, that you may grow ﻿﻿thereby”
Don’t measure your love for God or our brothers by some perceived failure to rise to a high level of emotional response to Him or them.

The Only Relevant Question is: 

“Am I doing what God commanded me to do?” If I am, that is evidence that I love God and I love my brother.
